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Analysis of changes in the number of park users and the facility usage restrictions in Tokyo Metropolitan
Parks under the COVID-19 pandemic

(T /N I
Tomoko TAKEUCHI ~ Aki HISAMA

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to clarify the changes in the number of users of Tokyo Metropolitan Parks during the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.We compared and analyzed data from the line census of park users in 37 metropolitan parks from
January to July in 2019 and in 2020.As a result of this study, the following points were clarified. Park users increased by more
than 10% year-on-year in more than 90% of 37 parks in February 2020 and more than 50% of them in March 2020. Since March
2020, the number of users has decreased significantly in some parks that located in the city center and have event plazas and sports
facilities. In April and May 2020, park users had declined in 26 of 37parks. On the other hand, park users increased on both
weekdays and holidays in some parks. These are medium-sized parks located in a residential area and, hillside parks. In conclusion,
this study clarified the characteristics of metropolitan parks where the number of their users increased under the COVID-19
pandemic. These are not large parks in the city center, but medium-sized parks in a densely populated residential area or parks in

a suburban hilly area.
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