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Characteristics of guided tours in important cultural landscape designated areas and their influence on
landscape conservation
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to clarify the following points about the guided tours conducted in important cultural
landscape designated areas. 1) the tour content, such as the purpose of the tour and the objects of explanation, and the characteristics
of the implementing organizations, 2) the effect of the guided tour on the conservation efforts (especially the effect of fostering
the sense of value among the residents), and 3) the impact of the tour on the guides and residents’ landscape-conservation activities.
The responses provided by 57 organizations across Japan to a questionnaire-based survey revealed the following insights: some
organizations aim to increase the number of tourists and promote the local industry through guided tours, while also communicating
the appeal of that geographic region; although many organizations are unable to play a role in communicating how the local area
characteristics affect the landscape character, guided tours contribute to reducing the negative impacts of tourism, such as access
to living and industrial spaces; through guided tours, these organizations directly or indirectly contribute to the increased
recognition by guides and residents of the value of the landscape.
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