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Transition of semi-natural grasslands and the significance of strategic grassland conservation in Ibaraki
Prefecture

& R
Kazushige YAMAKI

Abstract: The author aimed to illustrate the historical transition and present situation of semi-natural grasslands and examined the
significance of strategic grassland conservation in Ibaraki prefecture. Semi-natural grasslands maintained for traditional uses have
been regarded as appropriate lands for tree plantation and land development. As there has been a decline in these grasslands being
utilized for traditional purposes, their value has considerably diminished. Because such trends have continued until recently, these
semi-natural grasslands exist only in limited areas and are now on the verge of extinction in the Ibaraki prefecture. Meanwhile,
several grasslands have newly generated as a result of land development and farmland abandonment. However, the composition of
species in such grasslands is significantly different from that in grasslands maintained for traditional uses. Consequently, semi-
natural grasslands in the Ibaraki prefecture have greatly changed in quality and quantity, and are currently in considerable crises.
To resolve this issue, considering semi-natural grassland conservation as part of the biodiversity approach of the Ibaraki prefecture
and strategically identifying the direction of grassland conservation is essential. Because most of the traditional grasslands have
disappeared in Ibaraki, the core grasslands need to be identified and proactively conserved. Mt. Tsukuba taken as an example is

considered as a representative core area where grasslands need to be conserved.
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