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Construction of the rock gardens at botanical gardens, Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido Imperial University

VEkS AT

Kimihiro NISHIMURA

Abstract: The aim of this study is to obtain the construction process and its background of the rock gardens at Botanical Gardens,

Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido Imperial University. In 1914, the rock garden (alpine botanical garden) was constructed beside

the pond in the front yard of the greenhouse. After that, potted plants became the main way to cultivate alpine plants, but in July

1933 the rock garden was constructed on the slope in front of the office, and from 1936 to 1938 the new rock garden with total

area of 1,800 tsubo was constructed. In the rock garden, equipped with mountain streams and spray systems, 78 families, 790

species, and 4,500 alpine plants were cultivated in three sections: Hokkaido, Chishima, Sakhalin, and others. After 1914, in almost

every year, the alpine plants were planted and cultured in various places, under the leadership of Bunzaburo Ishida. This rock

garden was a remarkable landscaping which reproduced a large scale alpine flower field in the urban area in consideration of the

growth of alpine plants.
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