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A Study on Policies for the Conservation and Utilization of Agricultural Land in Green Master Plans

DA N AR
Osamu MORIYA Satoshi FUNAKUBO

Abstract: Agricultural land in urban areas has been increasingly valued in recent times. As a result, the 2017 amendment of the
Urban Green Space Conservation Act clarified that agricultural land is an important component of green space in Green Master
Plans (GMPs). The purpose of this study is to examine the current status of agricultural land in GMPs and propose the manner in
which policies for the conservation and utilization of agricultural land should be positioned in GMPs. This study analyzed 101
GMPs established by large cities in Japan. The conclusions can be summarized as follows. Newer GMPs had positioned agricultural
land more clearly, especially in chapters delineating their current status and programs. Further, the programs can be divided into
five categories: conservation, utilization of agricultural land, promotion of agriculture, cooperation with urban development, and
measures established in the 2017 amendment. It has been proposed that, especially in cities with higher ratio of agricultural land
to urbanization promotion areas and without adequate urban park space per capita, GMPs should clarify targets based on more
detailed analysis of the current status, as well as have programs utilizing agricultural land in cooperation with urban development.
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