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A Study on Present Distribution Characteristics of War-damaged Trees in 23 Wards in Tokyo

Y OEERT O RE M
Hirotsugu KANNO Takayo NEGISHI

Abstract: Seventy-four years after the end of World War II, nearly all traces of the War have disappeared, and few living
memories remain because of the increasing age of the survivors. However, living war-damaged trees with green leaves can still
be found despite their surfaces being carbonized, conveying traces of the War to the present day. We have previously determined
the morphological characteristics and existing state of war-damaged trees in the Joto 3 wards in Tokyo, which was devastated by
the Tokyo air raid. The present study expanded on that survey by analyzing the distribution of war-damaged trees in 23 wards in
Tokyo. We found that war-damaged trees (i) were mostly concentrated around shrines or temples, with rates of 61.5%; (ii)
occurred in the vicinity of burnt areas, with rates of 70%; and (iii) were intensively distributed in 5 out of 134 survey points, with
rates of 46.5%. Furthermore, among 474 surveyed trees that had the morphological features of war-damaged trees, 200 were
considered to have been war-damaged based on the reports of witnesses or presence of materials and a further 150 were likely to
have been war-damaged based on the situation.

Keywords: war-damaged tree, war heritage, tree form survey, Tokyo air raids
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