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Manpower and Costs Estimation for Maintaining Lakeside Reed Lands in Omi-hachiman
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Abstract: This study aims to clarify the distribution of reed lands that are expected to be abandoned after ten years in the lakeside
region of Omi-hachiman; it further aims to estimate the manpower and costs required to maintain these lands with manpower
external to the region. Results of interviews with the owners and users of reed lands show that due to a lack of successors in the
reed industry, abandoned reed lands are expected to increase by 12.2 hectares after ten years, especially in areas where many reed
lands that are owned by a reed producer under individual management are distributed. In calculating the manpower and costs,
maintenance scenarios that emphasize landscape, tourism, and vegetation were developed. The trial calculation shows that if
tourism is emphasized, the area of the abandoned reed lands can be considerably reduced. However, such a situation will require
substantial manpower and costs. As the estimated amount of each scenario is higher than the existing grant amount allocated to
reed lands maintenance, it will be necessary to optimize the degree of conservation of the landscape as well as the manpower and

costs that can be secured.
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