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Historical Research on How the Characteristics of Hakodate Park had been created from Sociocultural
Perspective

IR B
Akihiro KOBAYASHI

Abstract: Park location, participation by residents, and the establishment of museum are thought of as characteristics of
Hakodate Park. These characteristics of the park were created between 1874 when the park was opened and 1878 when park
renovation was undertaken. This study discusses how the administration and local people related to each other to create those
characteristics, and takes a socio-cultural perspective to examine the social background of the park’s establishment by using
administrative records, newspapers, etc. Those materials revealed how modern spatial concept of the park coexisted with spatial
conceptions of park location in a pre-modern town structure in opening Hakodate Park. The issues pointed out by the Tokyo
Bureau when the Hakodate Branch applied to open a park in 1874 had affected the new proposal of setting up a museum on the
park site by the Hakodate branch, and the proposal triggered donations by prestigious townspeople who responded positively to
the new idea. In addition, it was revealed that the creation of the “Tsukiyama (artificial small hill)” by the labor of the residents
was a collaborative achievement between citizens who sympathized with the attitude of the administration through newspapers,

and government which approved the proposal of the influential townspeople.

Keywords: Hakodate park, building up, socioculture, early Meiji era, Hakodate branch, prestigious merchant
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