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Historical Research on How a Park Located on a Foot of a Mountain in the City Suburb has been
Established and Changed over Time from Sociocultural Perspective in the Maruyma Park in Sapporo

B BEE
Akihiro KOBAYASHI®

Abstract: This study examined the processes of contextual affection among stakeholders toward Maruyama Park, which was
located beyond the administrative boundaries of the city, using sociocultural perspectives. The proximity of the park to Sapporo
Shrine was thought to impart special meaning to the place. The Sapporo Subdivision Congress and city mayor were eager to
establish a park in the former forestry experiment station site. The Maruyama Park plan made by Nagaoka to comply with the
requirements of the Sapporo Subdivision appeared to have defined the framework for the park of today. The need of the shrine to
fulfill upgrading the level of shrine and the deep relationship between the citizens and the shrine had made the beautification of
the ground with cherry blossoms, and became Maruyama Park and shrine as a famous place of appreciating cherry blossoms.
Several stakeholders of Sapporo civil society have involved for establishing nature conservation and recreational use of the
Maruyama Park and around area. This study clarified those values from sociocultural perspective: identity of the place,
relationship among stakeholders, momentum of social background, effect of civil activities in environmental conservation and

recreational use.
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