L IRICE TSR ERBRDORBE IS T S EROFTMIZET 5HR

A Study on Residents' Evaluation of Landscape of Abandoned Farmlands in Hilly and Mountainous Areas
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Abstract: In hilly and mountainous areas, abandoned farmlands are increasing by various factors and damage rural landscapes.
This study aims to clarify the characteristics of distribution and landscape of abandoned farmlands in hilly and mountainous areas
and also to clarify the residents’ evaluation of landscapes of abandoned farmlands. We conducted the landscape evaluation by the
semantic differential method with 9 abandoned farmlands photographs, which selected by the geographical characteristics and the
devastation level. The results of this study are as follows: 1) As a result of the semantic differential method, though it shows no
significant differences, in the case of abandoned farmlands which are in the piedmont flat or cover the whole rice terraces, the
evaluation of landscapes was also getting worse as the devastation level of farmlands became worse. 2) In the case of abandoned
farmlands in a part of rice terraces, even if the devastation level became worse, there was no big change in the evaluation. 3) The
owners of the abandoned farmlands feel the obscure abandoned farmlands do not damage the rural landscape. It is difficult to use
all the abandoned farmlands and it is required to examine the method of the restoration according to the geographical

characteristics and the devastation level.
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