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A study on the method in nature restoration for the Ohdaigahara subalpine plateau which suffered
ecosystem damage caused by deer

mA A JWH &g REAR AT
Shoji TAMURA  Toshikazu URADE Akiharu KAMIHOGI

Abstract: Against deer damage to the forest vegetation of the Ohdaigahara subalpine plateau, Ministry of the Environment
(MOE) has carried out managed culls of deer since 2002. In addition, MOE built a fence to each representative vegetation site
and surveyed the cover and height of understory plants both in and out of fences between 2003 and 2013 to examine changes in
the understory vegetation in response to decreasing deer density. MOE also built fences, one by one, in places where the
necessity of urgent protection using the method of adaptive management was recognized. As a result of the survey, it became
apparent that, within the fences, the cover and height of plants increased, and the level of deer density got close to the target
density. We conclude that the method of nature restoration applied to the Ohdaigahara subalpine plateau demonstrates a model of

nature restoration in a natural region which suffered ecosystem damage caused by deer.

Keywords: National Park, Ohdaigahara Subalpine Plateau, deer, nature restoration, adaptive management
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