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The conception of nature in Japan and its effect on landscape as viewed from the perspective of symbolic
trees at the municipal level.

¥ B EEET R OERT
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Abstract: Symbolic species, which are designated as a symbol of region by each city, town, and village across Japan, naturally
reflect people’s conception of nature in municipalities. Symbolic species is often used as the material of environmental
education, and sometimes selected as core species in planting design and/or preferential protected species in wild. Therefore, the
survey of symbolic species throughout Japan is able to contribute to the understanding of regional and historical characteristics
of conception of nature in Japan. In addition, the survey is useful to explore a new direction of environmental target and
landscape design based on the situation in each area. Thus, we surveyed the symbolic trees in all municipalities across Japan; a
total of 1,742 cities, towns, and villages. Specifically, we aimed to clarify (1) the numbers and types of symbolic trees across
Japan, (2) the difference of symbolic trees among designated situations (e.g., regions, designated years, population size,
vegetation zone, and naturalness), (3) the difference of the species’ characteristics between frequent designated trees and rare
designated. Finally, we discussed the people’s conception of nature based on these results and the effect of symbolic trees on

present and future landscape.
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