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The Characteristics of Words Given by Nursery School Teachers and Childcare Workers which Activate the
Place of Environmental Learning of Infancy

gl ST WY BRSO BRSO e
Hiroshi TAKEYAMA ~ Yuki KAWACHI ~ Nobuyuki MINO

Abstract: In kindergartens and day nurseries, when children are not well aware of their playgrounds and surroundings, it is
particularly important that nursery school teachers and childcare workers should give them any words that give rise to their
awareness of those existence so that they can connect their activity with their environment. This research, focusing on the
nursery schools and day nurseries willingly applying environmental learning, attempted to identify the characteristics of words
given by nursery school teachers and childcare workers which activate the place of environmental learning of infancy and the
environmental design organising it. We recognised, through an analysis of the conversations between teachers and workers, and
children, there, that the former most often gave the latter the word of ‘Really!?’ — this was used 104 times in the sum of 3106
words — and that they commonly gave them words responding positively to children such as the phrase that ‘It’s true! So that’s
something to look forward to eating it!’. Also, the features of teachers and workers’ words contributing to an understanding of
children’s environment by using their five senses and drawing children’s interest in the relation between plants and insects and in
their growth were extracted from this analysis when applying cluster analysis to the words used over twenty times. With regard
to the environmental design, furthermore, we found that plants and pot plants were placed where children can more often

perceive them, for example.

Keywords: infancy, environmental learning, to speak words, environmental design, responding positively
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