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Study on Transition of Spatial Reuse as Swimming Pool in Ebisugawa Berth

| B 3F ek
Masaaki OKADA  Takuya MONJI

Abstract: Biwako Waterway, completed in 1890, includes the Ebisugawa Berth which possessed the largest rectangular area
along it and had been originally used as landing stage or moorage for shipping. On the other hand, new use, such as swimming
pool had been added to this facility and kept intensive connection with surrounding communities. Especially, the function as
swimming training school starting in 1896 made significant influence to the development of swimming culture locally and
nationwide. This study attempts to manifest the transition of its reuse as swimming training pool through the analysis of local
historical documents, newspaper articles, and hearing survey to relating organization, such as Tousuikai or home for the aged. As
conclusion, it was found out that they took advantage of rectangular surface of water formed by shipping function, and had
developed Ebisugawa Berth as place for human activities, which succeeded to obtain high social status as one of the most
prestigious swimming pool where national swimming meet was held and visited by Japan’s royal families, and also had been

enjoyed by local children in elementary schools as popular swimming pool after the war.
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