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The Effect and Issues of Opening Privately Owned Forests to Public Visit through an Event Organized by
Local Community Groups
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Abstract: This study aims to clarify the effects and issues of opening privately owned forests to public visits through an event
organized by local community groups. “Open Forest in Matsudo” was a 9-day event held on May 2012, in Matsudo City, Chiba
Prefecture, Japan. The event was chosen as a case study for this research. Alongside a questionnaire survey conducted among the
event participants, an interview survey was also carried out among several local community groups and local government bodies,
who were the core organizers of the event. The study revealed that both the participants and organizers benefitted from the event
in several ways. For example, participants fostered wider knowledge regarding forest management by local community. On the
other hand, event organizers had an opportunity to share their event management skills, as well as building a wider network of
community groups. However, several issues were realized upon running the event which included funding issues, and the need to

consider the reduction of workload at the event preparation stage in the future.
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